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S AR BT R AT 1A, oAt 2 AR A R, 232 e 45 L
B BYA S A XT3 R SR B T A A X 3% TR ) & A= L
R AL Z S BRI 3512 4% W EZ B S8 E
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Research on the Effect of Higher Education in Blocking the Intergenerational
Transmission of Rural Relative Poverty

DUAN Yide' GUO Congbin®
(1. Sichuan Agricultural University, Chengdu 611830;
2. Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: High-level intergenerational mobility is not only a key element of social harmony and development,
but also an inherent requirement for building the long—term mechanisms for reducing relative poverty. This paper
employs empirical analyzes and finds that higher education can significantly promote the non—agricultural
employment of the offspring of relatively poor rural families and reduce the probability of relative poverty
intergenerational transmission, the promotion of occupational status is an important way for higher education to
block the intergenerational transmission of relative poverty(about 42% of the total effect), but for the effect of
promoting income to the middle or higher levels, the mediating effect of occupation drops to around 29%.Taking the
college entrance examination results as a proxy variable of ability, and using the World Bank and EU relative
poverty standards to conduct robust tests, main conclusions are all robust. Therefore, it is necessary to enhance the
opportunities and quality of higher education for rural citizens, remove barriers of occupational mobility between
and within rural and urban areas, and establish long—term mechanisms for reducing relative poverty in the benign
interaction of higher education, occupational mobility and income.

Key words: higher education; intergenerational transmission of relative poverty; occupational status;

mediating effect



